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I’m a fool. Or at least I’m working at it; working at being a “fool for Christ.” In the eyes 

of the world, followers of Christ are “fools for Christ.” St. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians [4:10] 

“We are fools on Christ’s account” and [in 1 Corinthians 1:23], “we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.” 

About 800 years ago, there was a person people considered a fool; or even crazy. Early in 

his adulthood he experienced a significant spiritual conversion, and this made his father furious, 

because it affected the family business. At one point his father locked him up and brought 

charges against him, insisting that his son return his money or renounce his birthright. 

The young man was summoned to appear before the bishop and explain his actions. 

There he stood in the town square before a crowd of townspeople. The bishop told him to return 

his father’s money and place his trust in God. 

With his usual literalness, the young man said, “The clothes I wear are also my fathers. 

I’ll give them back.” With that, he stripped off his clothes and laid them at his father’s feet and 

stood naked in the square. 

The bishop, deeply moved and stunned by his actions, wrapped the young man in his 

cope. The young man, Francis of Assisi, stripped himself of his allegiance to his father, and was 

wrapped in the protection of the church. 

St. Francis, considered a “fool for Christ”, lived the gospel radically. He renounced his 

father’s wealth, founded a religious order, was known for his love of nature, and undoubtedly 

died a happy death. He was the first to receive the stigmata; the wounds of Christ’s passion 

imprinted on his hands, feet, and side. 

Last weekend we had two St. Camillus missionary priests preside at Mass. At the 11:00 

Mass, Fr. Johnson told us about his early experiences as a missionary in Uganda, and how some 

people questioned why he would stay there after his early experiences. 

Three months after arriving in Uganda Fr. Johnson and his fellow priest contracted 

malaria. The other priest returned home to India, where he died from malaria, while Fr. Johnson 

remained in Uganda serving the sick. 

Then a newly ordained priest joined Fr. Johnson in Uganda, and not long after arriving, 

that priest died in a car accident. After these tragedies, his family questioned him for staying in 

Uganda. Like a “fool for Christ”, and like we heard in the gospel last weekend, Fr. Johnson was 

resolute to stay and do God’s will. 
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Also last weekend, our son asked Shelley and me to watch a foreign movie with subtitles 

with him. The movie was set in medieval times. It was from a class he took last semester. In the 

movie there was a character who was referred to as a “holy fool.” I asked him to explain what 

that meant. 

Noah said, “a ‘holy fool’ is usually mentally disabled, in the biblical sense. A ‘holy fool’ 

acts very differently from most people for this reason, but crucially knows something that others 

don't know or cannot learn themselves.”  

There was a scene where the “holy fool” was taken away by rioters and vandals but was 

returned without harm. Noah explained, “it was because it was a great sin to harm a holy fool, as 

they are the ‘least among’ God's people.” He said he suspected this, because of what is written in 

the Nineth Chapter of Luke’s Gospel (9:48). 

The disciples were sent out two by two, and they too were probably considered to be 

“fools for Christ” by many. Not much has changed. You and I are probably considered “fools for 

Christ” too; 

- fools for being here at Mass worshipping God today 

- for believing in and trusting God 

- for believing life exists beyond this earthly life 

- for believing that good and evil and truth and lies exist, rather than believing that 

everything is relative 

- and fools for believing in the True Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist 

Wherever the disciples went they carried with them the peace of Christ. Wherever we go, 

we too are to carry with us the peace of Christ. We heard today that peace rests on some, but not 

on others.  

Those who are open to the message are blessed, but those who refuse the message 

determine their own fate. We should not argue with those who refuse the message, but we should 

pray for them. That their hearts be softened. 

The disciples rejoiced at having played a part in Christ’s mission and triumph over 

demons. However, our Lord asked them, and asks us, to look deeper. The fact that God has 

chosen us is what calls for real celebration.  
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Like we heard in today’s second reading and in the gospel, we too ought not boast in 

anything, except in the Cross of Christ, and we should rejoice, not in our part in the mission, but 

most of all for being chosen. 

Because we are marked by the cross, we must expect suffering. Because disciples do not 

live according to the standards of the world, they will be judged as fools. 

The disciples Jesus sent out in today’s Gospel were more than just missionaries. They 

were also exorcists. In his classic book, The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis says that Satan is 

equally pleased by two errors that we can make. 

1) “Obsessive interest in him and 

2) the denial of his existence.”  

Life is spiritual warfare and the two easiest ways to lose a battle are to vastly 

overestimate your enemy or vastly underestimate your enemy. Today the second error, the denial 

that Satan exists, is far more common than the first error. Jesus acknowledged Satan’s existence. 

Every Christian, like Christ himself, is tempted by the devil and his evil spirit 

accomplices. The Lord’s Prayer ends with two petitions. Lead us not into temptation but deliver 

us from evil. We conclude this great prayer by asking God to help us yield from temptation and 

as John wrote in Chapter 17 of his Gospel (17:15) “…keep us from the evil one." 

The first disciples were “fools for Christ”, St. Francis of Assisi and the saints were fools 

for Christ. In the eyes of the world, may we too be fools for Christ, never ashamed to proclaim 

the Cross of Jesus; for through the Cross, He has saved all who believe. 

 


